
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
BUILDING CODE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

March 21, 2007 
 

441 4th Street, NW, Suite 220-S 
Washington, DC  20001 

www.dcra.dc.gov 
 

1. Administrative Matters: 
 

• Please submit applications for appointment/reappointment of BCAC members by the 
Mayor/Office of Boards and Commissions to Sara Bardin at 441 4th Street, NW, Suite 200-
S, Washington, DC 20001, fax number (202)727-6072. 

• A Sustainable Construction (“Green”) Subcommittee is being created. Please participate in 
the Subcommittee/s of your interest.  

• We received most of the reviewed 2003 ICC Amendments from the Attorney General at 
DCRA with mostly grammatical revisions. 

• The proposed timeline by Subcommittee Chairs for review and amendments to the 2006 
ICC is an aggressive schedule. We need to accomplish reviewing and amending 2003-2006 
ICC Codes by November 15, 2007. 

 

2. Subcommittee Reports/Amendment Introduction:   

Please contact the Sub-Committee Chair prior to the scheduled meeting date to confirm the 
meeting will take place. 

 
 Subcommittee Chairman Meeting Place and Time 
a. Accessibility Samantha McAskill 

mcaskill@dsmdesign.com 
(703) 425-1328 
 

To be determined 

b. Construction Armando Lourenco 
AL@Lourenconsult.com 
(202) 966-0042 
 

April 4, 10 a.m. – Noon at Lourenco 
Consultants, 5016 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Suite 200. 

c. Electrical Frank Becker 
Fbecker@ghtltd.com 
(703) 243-1200 
 

To be determined 
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d. Elevator Sonny Yeatman 
ryeatman@neiep.org  
(301)702-1010 

First Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
at IUEC Local #10, Union Hall, 9600 Martin 
Luther King Highway, Lanham, MD 20206. 

e. Energy Michael Negussie 
michael.negussie@dc.gov 
(202) 535-2600  
 

To be determined 

f. Existing Structures Joan Stogis 
jfstogis@comcast.net 
(301) 680-0864 
 

2nd Wednesday of the month - 10:00am-
12:00pm 
441 4th Street, NW, Ste. 200-S 

  Property Maint.  To be determined 

g. Fire & Life Safety: John Devlin 
john_devlin@schirmereng.com 
(301) 220-1212 
 

To be Determined 

h. Issues & Policy Marc Fetterman 
fetterman-dc@worldnet.att.net 
(202) 625-2525 
 

April 4, 10 a.m. – Noon at Lourenco 
Consultants, 5016 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Suite 200. 

i. Mechanical Milton Iriarte, PE 
miriarte@seicompanies.com 
(202) 362-2800 ext 107 
 

To be determined 

  Fuel Gas  
 

To be determined 

j. Plumbing  To be determined 

k. Residential John Stovall 
john@nsarchitects.com 
(301) 587-3333 
 

To be determined 
 

l. Structural Howard Gibbs 
hcgibbs@pepco.com 
(202) 872-2726 
 

To be determined 

m. Sustainable 
Construction 
(“Green”) 

Charles Bergen 
cbergen@wdgarch.com  
(202) 857-8315 

To be determined 

  

3. New Business: 
 

The following documents were introduced by Issues and Policy to the full committee for vote 
at the April 18, 2007 BCAC meeting: 
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• Issues and Policy introduced a proposed change to the Bylaws to add a Sustainable / 
Green Subcommittee. Please see attachment. 

• Issues and Policy introduced a "Policies for the Adoption of the 2006 ICC Family 
of Codes." Please see attachment. 

 
Distributed copies of 2006 ICC Codes on CD. 

 
4. Next Meeting: 
 

• BCAC meeting on Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at 10:00 a.m., 441 4th St., NW, Suite 
220-S.   

 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

D.C. BUILDING CODE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

BYLAWS 

 

 

ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL 

 
 
Section 1 – Name 
 
This group shall be known as the District of Columbia Building Code Advisory Committee 
hereinafter referred to as the “Committee.” 
 
 
Section 2 – Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Committee shall be to advise the Mayor and the District of Columbia 
Government on all matters pertaining to the D.C. Building Codes under the guidelines of 
Mayor’s Order 89-257. 
 
 
Section 3 – Methods 
 
In furtherance of this purpose the, Committee shall: 

(a) Meet regularly on a schedule established by the Executive Committee from time to time 
to carry on the business of the Committee and make decisions on issues coming before 
the Committee in a manner to maintain a set of Building Codes that will be fair to all.  

(b) Organize and coordinate sub-committees. 

(c) Adopt any other relevant plans which shall be in harmony with the will and spirit of the 
committee.  

(d) Conduct all meetings in accordance with Revised Roberts Rules of Order. 
 
 
Section 4 – Powers 
 
In order that it may effectually fulfill its purpose, the Committee shall have the power to: 

(a) Elect officers and appoint sub-committees. 

(b) Execute and accomplish plans adopted by the Committee. 

(c) Make recommendations to the Mayor and the District of Columbia Government. 
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ARTICLE 2 – MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
Section 1 – Membership 
 
Any organization wishing to be represented on the Committee shall submit a written request to 
the Mayor for appointment of up to two members. 
 
A member is an individual who has been appointed by the Mayor and duly sworn in. 
 
 
Section 2 – Resignation 
 
Should a member of the Committee resign, the organization which the member represents shall notify 
the Mayor and the Committee.  The organization represented shall recommend to the Mayor a 
candidate to fill the vacancy.  The Mayor’s office is requested to notify the Committee of the new 
appointment. 
 
 
Section 3 – Voting 
 
There shall be no proxy.  Only members shall have the right to vote.  All actions of the Committee 
shall be approved at a duly authorized meeting with a quorum, by a majority of members present. 
 
 
Section 4 – Attendance 
 
Member organizations not represented at two consecutive Committee meetings will be noted 
accordingly, in writing, by the Chairperson. 
 
An attendance register shall be provided to the member organizations on a quarterly basis unless 
otherwise determined by the Executive Committee. 
 
 
Section 5 – Quorum 
 
A quorum of nine members shall be required to vote on Committee matters at duly authorized 
meetings. 
 
 
Section 6 - Special Guests 
 
Special guests can participate in the general session with approval of the appropriate sub-committee 
and with the concurrence of the Chairperson of the Committee.  Appearance of invited guests may be 
vetoed by the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee may at any time authorize guests to 
participate in general sessions and sub-committee sessions. 
 
 
 



-3- 

ARTICLE 3 - PROCEDURES 
 
 
Section 1 - Processing Requirements 
 
Acceptance of matters for the Committee’s consideration shall be done in conformance with this 
section: 
 
 a. All matters for consideration shall be presented in a form established by the Executive                        

Committee. 

 b. To be accepted for consideration, matters must be considered relevant to the Committee’s 
purpose as judged by the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee may waive this 
procedure on specific matters.   

c.  Proponents of matters rejected by the Executive Committee have the right of appeal to the 
Committee.  Any matter, upon a motion approved by the Committee, must be accepted for 
consideration by the Executive Committee. 

 d. Upon acceptance, the Executive Committee shall introduce the matter to the Committee 
and direct the matter to the appropriate sub-committee(s) for review. 

 e. Upon the completion of its review, the sub-committee shall report its recommendations to 
the Committee. 

 f. The Committee meeting immediately following the meeting in which the sub-committee 
presented its report is the earliest the Committee can give its approval/disapproval of the sub-
committee’s report. 

 g. Approved items shall be then recommended through the Director of DCRA to the Mayor 
for adoption and promulgation. 

 
Section 2 - Recommendations 
 
All recommendations from the Committee that affect the District of Columbia Government shall 
be sent to the Mayor with a copy to the Administrator, Building and Land Regulation 
Administration and his or her appointed representative. 
 
 
Section 3 – Minutes 
 
All Committee meetings shall be recorded and transcribed by a court reporter.  Copies of the 
minutes shall be distributed to all Committee members.  
 
 
Section 4 - Meeting 
 
The Committee shall meet on the third Wednesday of each month, unless another regular 
schedule is established by the Executive Committee.  The time and place shall be designated 
by the Chairperson.  A special meeting may be called at the discretion of the Chairperson.  All 
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meetings of the Committee, of its standing sub-committees and of working groups where 
business of the Committee is transacted shall be open to the public and shall take place at a 
location served by public transportation. 
 
 
Section 5 - Annual Report 
 
Once each year, at the regularly scheduled February meeting, the Chairperson shall deliver a 
report to the Committee concerning appeals from decisions of the DCRA and the Fire 
Department, both internally and to the Board of Appeals and Review. The purpose of this report 
shall be to identify the efficacy of the appeals process and to identify the potential areas for 
consideration of Code changes by the Committee. 
 
 
Section 6 – Electronic Communications 
 
All matters for consideration, minutes of meetings, and membership rosters may be made 
available by electronic mail and/or posting on the Committee’s web site. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 4 - OTHER COMMITTEES 
 
 
Section 1 - Standing Sub-Committees 
 
Standing sub-committees shall review all proposed changes to the Codes whenever assigned to 
do so by the Executive Committee or whenever the chairperson of a sub-committee believes a 
proposed change would impact upon the provisions of the Codes normally reviewed by his or her 
sub-committee. The standing sub-committees are as follows: 
 
ISSUES & POLICY 
CONSTRUCTION 
FIRE & LIFE SAFETY 
ACCESSIBILITY 
STRUCTURAL 
ELECTRICAL 
MECHANICAL/BOILER/FUEL GAS 

RESIDENTIAL 
PLUMBING 
ELEVATOR 
ENERGY 
EXISTING STRUCTURES/PROPERTY 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
SUSTAINABLE (“GREEN”) CONSTRUCTION

 
Any member of the Committee may serve as a member of a standing sub-committee.  A sub-
committee Chairperson may appoint individuals who are not Committee members to the sub-
committee (usually to provide expertise).   
 
Sub-committee members who are not Committee members shall have full voting rights within 
the sub-committee and may be included in determining a quorum for sub-committee actions.  All 
actions of a sub-committee shall be approved by a majority vote of the sub-committee members 
present.  A quorum of three sub-committee members shall be required to vote on sub-committee 
matters. 
 
(Revision to July 2004 Bylaws) 
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Section 2 - Executive Committee 
 
The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Chairpersons of each sub-committee and the 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Committee.  The Chairperson of the Committee shall 
also be the Chairperson of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall make the 
final decision on which sub-committee shall resolve a particular problem or issue. 
 
 
Section 3 - Nomination Sub-Committee 
 
A nomination sub-committee of three members shall be appointed by the Executive Committee 
to present a slate of officers to the Committee at the meeting before the vote on Election of 
Officers.  Only duly appointed Committee members may be appointed to the Nomination Sub-
Committee. 
 
 
Section 4 – Chairpersons of Sub-Committees 
 
The Chairperson of the Committee shall appoint Chairpersons of sub-committees. 
 
 
Section 5 - Working Groups 
 
Working groups can be established by the Chairperson of the Committee or a Chairperson of a 
Sub-committee to function for no more than one year or to the end of the respective 
Chairperson’s term of office.  Members of working groups shall have full voting rights within 
that group. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 5 - OFFICERS 
 
 
Section 1 - Officers 
 
(a) Chairperson 

 
The Chairperson shall have the usual executive powers of supervision and management 
such as may pertain to the office of the Chairperson, and such other powers and duties as 
are prescribed in the Bylaws and designated from time to time by the Executive 
Committee. 

 
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Committee; be the Chairperson of the 
Executive Committee as per Article 4 herein and a member of all sub-committees, except 
the Nomination sub-committee; present proposed policies of the Committee for 
consideration; and represent the Committee with other appropriate groups at public 
meetings and conferences, or designate an alternate. 
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(b) Vice Chairperson 
 

The Vice Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson in all cases in which the 
Chairperson is unable to serve.  The Vice Chairperson shall serve as alternate to the 
Chairperson and assist in such matters as may be delegated to him/her by the 
Chairperson or by the Executive Committee. 

 
(c) Length of Service 
 

Both the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson shall serve until members are duly 
elected to replace them in their respective offices. 

 
(d) Appointment of Acting Chairperson 
 

In the event that both the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson cannot continue to 
serve or they resign, the Executive Committee is empowered to appoint an acting 
Chairperson to hold office until a member is duly elected to the office. 

 
 
Section 2 - Election of Officers 
 
Election of Officers shall take place each year from a slate of officers submitted by the 
Nomination Sub-Committee.  Nominations from the floor, if any, shall also be made at this 
time.  The Committee shall vote for the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson by secret ballot. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE 6 - AMENDMENTS 
 
 
Section 1 – Policies 
 
Proposed amendments to the Bylaws shall be sent to all members at least thirty days before 
the meeting at which the amendments will be voted on. Changes to the Bylaws require a 
favorable two-thirds vote of the Committee members present. 
 
 
 
Date of Issue: September, 1962 
 
Revised: March 1985 
Revised: August 1988 
Revised: July 1996 
Revised: July 2004 



 

Revised 04/30/0403/21/07 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POLICIES FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE 2003 2006 ICC FAMILY OF CODES 
 
 
 
POLICY 1 The 2003 2006 ICC model codes shall be the baseline of the new codes 

and will be adopted without technical amendments, except for specific 
provisions where a valid justification can be made. 

 
POLICY 2 The administrative provisions of the proposed2003 Supplement adopted 

by the BCAC in 2005 shall be the baseline of the administrative provisions 
of the new codes and will be readopted without amendments, except for 
specific provisions where a valid justification can be made. 

 
POLICY 3 Administrative provisions shall be deleted from all model codes, 

regardless of where they occur. When appropriate, such deleted 
administrative provisions shall be replicated in the appropriate Chapter 1. 

 
POLICY 4 Valid justifications for an amendment must be based on one of the 

following types of criteria: 
a. Inappropriate provision due to local conditions (climatic, 

physical, urban planning or economic) 
b. Provision that hampers the economic development of the 

District without clearly contributing to the safety, health and 
welfare of the building occupants or population at large. 

c. Provision that creates an economic hardship on the owner 
without a clear justification based on considerations of 
protection of safety, health and welfare of the building 
occupants or population at large. 

d. Provision that is inconsistent or conflicting with District 
statute, regulation or policy. 

 
POLICY 5 Redundant construction-related provisions in the maintenance codes, 

already contained in another of the adopted model codes, shall be deleted 
from the maintenance-type codes, wherever they occur. For the purposes 
of this policy, the maintenance-type codes are the Fire Prevention Code 
and the Property Maintenance Code. When necessary, a reference to the 
provisions in the appropriate code may be added to the maintenance code. 


